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UTAH NARCOTIC OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 1211 • Orem, Utah  84059

Telephone (801) 426-9281  Facsimile (810) 426-5388

President’s Message:

Lt. Steve Clark
Orem, Department of Public Safety
President, Utah Narcotic Officers Association

On behalf of the UNOA board of directors, it is both an honor and a pleasure
to sit down and write this message to you the members.  The past few months
have been filled with lots of work as we have united as public safety professionals
to make a difference in the legislature.  I would be amiss if I did not thank
all those that wrote, e-mailed or called their representatives to voice their
opinion on Initiative B, and the COLA bill that was in front of the legislature
in session.  And it appears  that with some modifications, we were successful
in our quest.  Thanks to all those both behind the scenes and on the front lines that waged battle and fought
the good fight.

     Thanks also goes out to representative Rick Benson from region 2 for the excellent training he has put
together over the past few months.  In January he arranged for your UNOA Vice President Gary Powell
to come to Wasatch County to teach a class on methamphetamine labs.  This training class was well received
and attended well.  In February he did it again and hosted and put together another excellent training class
on Search & Seizure taught by our very own Kirk Torgenson from the Utah Attorney Generals Office.
The second half of the day was a federal firearms training class taught by Ed Spann from the A.T.F. task
force.  Again this training was well attended and all who attended were given some excellent information.
 This is what the UNOA is all about, coming together to give and receive training that is pertinent to our
specialty.  We thank Gary Powell, Kirk Torgenson & Ed Spann for taking the time and extending the effort
to teach officers on their respective subjects.

     Get your golf clubs out and start loosening up.  Preparations are currently underway for our 2nd annual
Spring benevolent fund golf tournament.  We are looking at a date of Monday May 10th.  We are planning
on holding  it at Thanksgiving Point once again.  I think all who attended last years tournament enjoyed
themselves, Thanksgiving Point was an excellent host, the tournament prizes were outstanding and the
weather even semi-cooperated.  We are looking forward to another great event in May.  Further details
forthcoming.

     Once again, thank you for the privilege and opportunity to serve as your President for this year.  In
January I was transferred away from the Utah County Major Crimes Task Force back to the Patrol Division
with my home agency, Orem PD.  I have missed the interaction with officers from other jurisdictions and
with doing full time narcotic enforcement.  I consider my time with the narcotics task force as the finest
of my career thus far.  I made great friends, had the opportunity to interact with many other agencies and
officers, and learned more than I ever thought possible.  For those of you working full time narcotics, enjoy
it because it ends all too quickly.  The UNOA will continue to be a beacon of support to narcotics
enforcement, and provide the training and opportunities that you need and deserve.  Keep up the excellent
work...........
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During the interview
with Rosa Murillo, she
admitted to Agents that
$20,000 in US currency and

possibly drugs would be
located at her residence in Ogden,

Utah.  At the residence Murillo directed
Agents to a black briefcase containing

$44,326.00 in US currency, a Smith and
Wesson .44 cal. handgun, and a Hi-Point .45
cal. handgun.  Murillo explained that the money
was given to her by her husband for spending
money.  Murillo then directed Agents to a
pound of marijuana hidden in the basement of
the residence.  The illegal drugs, money, and
weapons were seized.

Prior to Agents conducting the consensual
search at the residence in Ogden, Utah, Murillo
requested that a family friend be allowed to
pick-up Murillo's children, so that they did not
witness the search by the police officers.
Agents agreed and allowed Murillo to make
a brief telephone call to the friend.  A short
time later Dean Ramirez arrived at the
residence.  Murillo greeted Ramirez and
allowed him to take her children from the
residence.

On January 29, 2001, a Cooperating
Witness placed a consensually monitored
telephone call to (801)814-XXXX, subscribed
to by Francisco Madrigal. Francisco Madrigal,
when asked by Source, advised that he could
provide Source with illegal drugs and stated
the prices the illegal drugs would be sold for.
 Madrigal said he only had "aguita" or "polvo
blanco".  Source understood these code terms
to indicate that aguita referred to
methamphetamine and polvo blanco referred
to cocaine powder.

Madrigal said he would sell the cocaine
for $650 per ounce and that he would sell
methamphetamine at a price of $600 per ounce.
 Madrigal mentioned that cocaine is more
expensive than aguita.  Source asked for a
sample of cocaine and Madrigal said he would
get one for him.  Madrigal reiterated for the
Source to call him in one hour for an indication
as to where they would meet.

On January 29, 2001, Source placed two
consensually recorded telephone calls to
telephone number (801)814-XXXX,
                                     continued on page 3

"Hot Wheels"
Federal Bureau of Investigation
sponsored Task Force

Case overview submitted by Agents Aaron Johnson and
Kevin Grogan of the Weber Morgan Narcotics Strike Force.

Task Force members included officers,
agents and special agents, of the Weber Morgan
Narcotics Strike Force, the Drug Enforcement
Administration, the Box Elder Narcotics Strike Force,
the Utah National Guard, the Ogden Metro Gang Unit,
and the Northern Utah Criminal Apprehension Team
(FBI sponsored Safe Streets TF).

Investigation to date has revealed an illegal
polydrug importation and distribution network
operating in the Ogden, Utah, area, with connections
to Tijuana, Mexico; Southern California; Norther Utah;
Southern Idaho; and the Pasco, Washington areas.

The organization, whose members include, Dean
Ramirez, aka: Dino; Jose Wilfrido Aparicio, aka:
Guido; Carlos Armando Felix-Galaz, aka: Topo;
Esteban Felix-Galaz, aka: Genaro (Mexico); Julio
Cesar Lopez, aka: Emilio Felix; Jose Aparicio Vasquez,
aka: Chilango; and others, operates an illegal drug
importation and distribution network from Tijuana
and Sinaloa, Mexico, through Southern California,
with distribution networks in Northern Utah, Southern
Idaho, and Washington State.

By way of background:  On November 3, 2000,
based on information provided by a none FBI CW
that the residents in Ogden, Utah, were selling and
storing illegal drugs for the organization run by Dino
and Genaro, Agents of the WMNSF conducted a
"knock and talk" investigation of the residence.  The
occupants of the residence, Guadalupe Ayala Salazar
and Erendira Fajardo Rivera, gave both written and
verbal consent to the Agents for a search of the
residence.  During the search Agents seized three
kilograms of cocaine, two pounds of marijuana, 58
grams of methamphetamine, three shotguns, one
handgun, and $12,880 in US currency.

One other female was located in the residence and
interviewed by searching Agents.  The female was
identified as Rosa Irene Murillo [later identified as
the wife of Genaro].  Agents were able to determine
that Rivera and Salazar were the occupants of the
home, and that Murillo was a friend who was visiting.
 Rivera and Salazar lived in the home with their
husbands, Jose Angel Galaz Rodriguez and Jose
Alfredo Ortiz Moreno, who were not home at the time
of the knock and talk.
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"Hot Wheels" cont...

subscribed to by Francisco J. Madrigal, of
Ogden, Utah.  The purpose for the telephone
calls was to inquiry about the price of 1
ounce of methamphetamine, known to be
sold by Madrigal, and to obtain a sample of
cocaine from Madrigal.  Madrigal advised
that the price for 1 ounce of
methamphetamine would be $625.00.  Source
arranged to meet Madrigal near the vicinity
of 21st Street and Monroe Boulevard, Ogden,
Utah, in order to consummate the drug
transaction in person.

After meeting with Madrigal the Source
and Madrigal were surveilled to the area
of Gibson Avenue and 17th Street,
Ogden, Utah.  Source did not follow
Madrigal any further than this
intersection. Madrigal was then
observed by surveillance units turning
south bound on Gibson Avenue from
17th Street and continued south bound.
Surveillance units did not follow
Madrigal into the area [It should be
noted that the area where Madrigal was
last observed is approximately one city
block from the automobile repair facility
operated by Dean Ramirez, Ogden, Utah].

A short time later Madrigal drove his
vehicle by the Source and motioned for the
Source  to follow Madrigal.  Madrigal then
drove to 17th Street Storage,Ogden, Utah.
Madrigal and the Source parked in front of
storage garage number 42.  Source advised
that Madrigal opened the facility and
conducted the exchange of money and drugs
inside of the garage.  Source advised that
Madrigal had indicated that the storage
facility was secure from the police, and not
a "hot" area to conduct the drug deal.

During a post-buy interview, the Source
turned over to Agents one small plastic bag
containing a brown substance that field tested
positive for the presence of
methamphetamine and weighed
approximately 28.8 grams, and one small
plastic bag containing a white powdery
substance, that weighed .3 grams.  Source
advised that Madrigal had taken the $650.00
for the ounce of suspected methamphetamine.

Pen register analysis revealed that Madrigal had
placed two telephone calls from (801)814-XXXX,
subscribed to by Francisco J. Madrigal, Ogden, Utah,
and to (801)589-XXXX, subscribed to by Dean
Ramirez, Ogden, Utah, during the time period of the
controlled drug purchase.

On February 16, 2001, Source placed a
consensually monitored telephone call to telephone
number (801)814-XXXX, subscriber to by Francisco
Madrigal, Ogden, Utah.  During the recorded
conversation Source arranged to purchase a quantity
of illegal drugs from Madrigal.  Madrigal stated that
he would sell Source one ounce of methamphetamine
for $550.00, and one ounce of cocaine for $650.00.

On February 16, 2001, a second consensually
monitored telephone call was placed to

(801)814-XXXX.  During the recorded
telephone call Source arranged to
purchase one ounce of cocaine and
one ounce of methamphetamine
from Madrigal.  Madrigal advised
that he would have the illegal drugs
delivered to his (Madrigal's)
residence and then meet the Source
to make the exchange of money for

illegal drugs.

Special Agents and Officers initiated
a physical surveillance of the residence of

Francisco Madrigal at approximately 11:30am,
February 16, 2001.  Immediately surveillance units
observed an Hispanic male matching the description
of Francisco Madrigal standing by the roadway in
front of his residence.  A short time later a white pick-
up truck containing two Hispanic males, arrived at
the residence.  The unknown males exited the vehicle
and entered the residence.  Several minutes later the
unknown males exited the residence and left the area
in the white pick-up truck.  Immediately following
the unknown males departure, Madrigal also exited
the residence and drove away from the area in a white
Pontiac Sunbird.

At approximately 12:25pm, Agents and Officers
of the FBI, the Weber Morgan Narcotics Strike Force,
and the Northern Utah Criminal Apprehension Team,
conducted a traffic stop of a white Dodge Dakota
Pick-up truck.  The vehicle was driven by Dean
Ramirez, with his son Santos Ramirez riding in the
passenger seat.  The vehicle had been observed leaving
from the front of the residence in Ogden, Utah.

Dean Ramirez was cited by Officers for a revoked
driver's license, and several traffic violations.
                                                continued on page 5



"Hot Wheels" cont...

The investigating Officer determined the vehicle unsafe to be driven and advised Ramirez that the
vehicle would be impounded.  An impound inventory revealed the following item which was subsequently
seized. Hidden beneath the gear shift boot was a large bundle of US currency totaling $5,060.00.  Dean
Ramirez and Santos Ramirez were both asked about the ownership of the money and both denied any
knowledge of the rightful owner.

At approximately 12:30pm, Agents and Officers conducted a pretext traffic stop of the white Pontiac
Sunbird driven by Francisco Madrigal, Ogden, Utah.  Prior to the stop Madrigal had committed several
local traffic violations, giving investigating officers probable cause to stop and arrest Madrigal pursuant
to these violations.  During his arrest an impound inventory of the Sunbird was conducted and the following
items seized.  Two plastic baggies containing substances that field tested positive for the presence of
methamphetamine and cocaine.  The baggies were located under the front driver's seat.  After waiving his
rights per-Miranda Madrigal agreed to an interview and provided the following information.  The illegal
drugs found in the Sunbird had been given to Madrigal
by Dean Ramirez, of Ogden, Utah.

Madrigal stated that a short time prior to leaving
his residence, Dean Ramirez had delivered the illegal
drugs to Madrigal in a white truck.  Ramirez had
"fronted" the drugs to Madrigal for distribution.  Ramirez
had charged Madrigal $550.00 for the ounce of cocaine
and $450.00 for the ounce of methamphetamine.

A pen register analysis of telephone number
(801)814-XXXX, subscribed to by Francisco J.
Madrigal, Ogden, Utah, revealed that a series of
telephone calls were placed from and to (801)814-
XXXX just prior to the appearance of Dean Ramirez,
Ogden, Utah.  Of importance are four telephone calls
both incoming and outgoing from telephone number
(801)603-XXXX, subscribed to by Natalia Alaniz, of Ogden, Utah, the address known to be the location
of Dean Ramirez's unregistered automobile repair facility.

On May 15, 2002, Agent Troy Burnett, WMNSF, observed a white truck traveling at a high rate of
speed, southbound on Monroe Boulevard, Ogden, Utah.  After following the vehicle for several blocks
Agent Burnett observed numerous traffic violations related to the operation of the white truck, and finally
observed the vehicle parked on VanBuren, Ogden, Utah.  After several minutes Agent Burnett observed
a male individual entering the vehicle next to the residence owned
by Roberto Robledo, Ogden, Utah.  Agent Burnett was familiar
with Robledo, and his history of illegal drug distribution and use.

Agent Burnett activated his red and blue police flashers and
pulled in behind the white truck, signaling the driver to pull over
to the side of the road.  As Agent Burnett approached the vehicle,
the driver, recognized by Agent Burnett as Dean Ramirez, stepped
out of the truck.  When Agent Burnett recognized Ramirez, Burnett
stated, "Deano, what are you doing?" Ramirez responded, "what
did I do wrong Burnett?".  Agent Burnett asked for Ramirez's
license, registration, and proof of insurance.

Agent Burnett asked Ramirez why he had stopped at Robledo's
home, and Ramirez stated that he stopped by to get some parts
for a car.                                                        continued on page 6
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"Hot Wheels" cont...

The truck Ramirez was driving was registered to Beatriz Garcia,
and had a listed address of Ogden, Utah.  The insurance for the
truck was listed in the names of Dean and Norma Ramirez, with
an address of Ogden, Utah.  Agent Burnett asked Ramirez about
the registered owner of the truck, and Ramirez stated that it was
his sister-in-law.  Ramirez then handed Agent Burnett his Texas
driver's license.  Agent Burnett knew Ramirez to be a resident of
Utah, and had been for several years.

Agent Burnett then asked Ramirez if he had any drugs in his
vehicle and Ramirez replied "no."  Agent Burnett then asked
Ramirez if there was any large amounts of money in his vehicle
that a mechanic might have left there.   Both Ramirez and Agent
Burnett laughed for a moment, but Ramirez did not answer the
question.  Agent Burnett then asked, "if you don't have any drugs
in your car, then do you mind if I search it?"  Ramirez responded,
"why do you want to search my car?"  Agent Burnett stated, "to
see if there are any drugs."  Ramirez stated, "let me call my lawyer
first.  My lawyer is John Hutchinson."  Agent Burnett told Ramirez
that he could do whatever he needed to do.

 After speaking to an unknown person in Spanish on his cellular
telephone Ramirez informed Agent Burnett that Ramirez would
consent to a search of the vehicle if Agent Burnett had a court
ordered search warrant.

Agent Burnett then instructed K-9 Officer Finder, Ogden Police
Department, to conduct a drug sniff around the outside of Ramirez's
vehicle.  After a brief drug sniff around the vehicle Officer Finder
informed Agent Burnett that Officer Finder's K-9, Ranger, had
indicated on the driver's side door of Ramirez's truck.  After the
appropriate development of probable cause, Agent Burnett, executed
a search of the interior of the vehicle.  During the search Agent
Burnett instructed K-9 Officer Finder and his drug sniff dog enter
the vehicle first.  K-9, Ranger, immediately indicated on the floor
of the truck under the center part of the seat.  A brief search of
the area indicated by Ranger revealed a plastic shopping bag behind
the front seat containing nine bundles of US currency.  Agent
Burnett then asked Ramirez why he had so much money in his
truck.  Ramirez stated, "I don't know what you're talking about."
Agent Burnett then explained to Ramirez his rights per Miranda,
and Ramirez stated that he understood.  Agent Burnett then walked
Ramirez over to the bag of money, showed it to him, and asked
Ramirez, "why do you have all of this money?" Ramirez responded,
"that's not my money. I don't know anything about it."  Agent
Burnett asked, "this is not your money and you don't have any
idea who it belongs to?" Ramirez said, "no."

Agent Burnett then made the decision to seize the money until
an owner of the money could be found.  Ramirez was then asked
to sign an evidence form as acknowledgment that the money had
been seized from Ramirez's truck.  Ramirez refused and stated,
"I am not going to sign anything.  Why should I?  The money is
not mine."                                                       continued on page 7
UNOA - 6



UNOA - 7

"Hot Wheels" cont...

Agent Burnett then cited Ramirez for no
proof of insurance (the insurance card he had
expired in 2001), and never obtaining a Utah
driver's license.  The total amount of US
currency seized from Ramirez's vehicle was
$30,020.00.

Shortly after this traffic stop, several pen
registers and closed circuit television cameras,
were employed to gain additional evidence
against this organization and its numerous
membership.

During October 2002, Agents of the Box
Elder Narcotics Strike Force introduced a
Confidential Witness with ties to the
organization.  The CW was successful assisting
Agents and Officers with several controlled
purchases of illegal drugs from the
organization.  Additionally, the CW
successfully introduced an Undercover Officer,
from a local narcotics strike force, that was
able to purchase both crystal methamphetamine
and marijuana from Guido.  During all of the
controlled drug purchases, Guido revealed his
need to use electronic communications (cellular
telephone) in assisting his distribution of illegal
drugs.

Prior to the targeting of Guido, the
captioned investigation focused on known
members of the organization with the hope of
developing enough Probable Cause to initiate
Title III coverage of key telephones used locally
by the organization.  The investigation met
with limited success, using Confidential
Witnesses to exploit relationships with
associates of the organization who could
provide either information and illegal drugs
distributed by the organization.  Neither the
information, nor the multiple purchases of
illegal drugs could provide enough "PC" to
initiate Title III coverage of the main local
target Dean Ramirez.

Pen register coverage of several local
cellular and hardline telephone numbers from
March 2002 through November 2002, revealed
a volume of telephonic contact between Dean
Ramirez and Guido indicative of a business
relationship.  Through the months of November
and December 2002, and January 2003, the
                                    continued on page 8
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"Hot Wheels" cont...

CW was able to introduce a local narcotics agent, acting in an undercover capacity, to Guido.  The
relationship and trust built by the UC with Guido culminated with a 1/4 pound crystal methamphetamine
purchase from Guido by the UC.  This transaction was observed and documented by consensual recordings,
pen registers, photographs, physical surveillance (air and ground), as well as CCTV.

After gathering more than enough "PC", Title III coverage was begun on the cellular telephone carried
and used by Guido on 2/15/2003.  Within three weeks the coverage revealed several sources of supply for
illegal drugs maintained by Guido.

After gathering enough "PC", Title III coverage of Dean Ramirez's primary cellular telephone was
initiated on approximately 3/25/2003.  Very quickly telephone calls were received that confirmed the
relationship of Topo to Genaro.  The intercepted calls confirmed that Genaro is a successful business man
in the Tijuana, Mexico, area.  Owning and operating several restaurants, and a used automobile business,
as well as organizing the shipments of illegal drugs from Tijuana, Mexico, through Southern California,
into the Salt Lake City and Ogden, Utah, areas.  For several years dating back to at least 1998 through
2000, Genaro and his wife Irene had lived in the Ogden, Utah, area.  Dean Ramirez and Genaro organized
a local used car salvage, repair, and sales business, as a front to launder and transport guns and money
earned from the illegal drug sales, to Tijuana, Mexico.

During the course of the wire on Dean Ramirez, it was confirmed that Genaro would ship upwards
of 20 pounds of crystal methamphetamine every two weeks to his brother Topo.  The illegal drugs were
shipped inside of tires that were mounted on rims.  Once received Topo would further distribute the illegal
drugs to organizational members.  The members included, but were not limited to, Chilango, Dean Ramirez,
Guido, Julio Lopez, and Santos Higareda, aka: Abuela (a 76 year old grandmother).

On 4/28/2003 and 5/21/2003, coordinated search warrants and arrests were conducted against the
organization.  To date 27 persons have been indicted
with 25 arrested.  Genaro is still a fugitive.  Seizures
totaling more than $878,000, are being pursued in the
federal legal system (due to Initiative B, no forfeitures
can be "shared" with the task force participating
agencies.  Approximately 25 firearms have been seized.
 Approximately 5 pounds of crystal methamphetamine,
2 kilos of cocaine, and 1 pound of marijuana, have been
seized.  Most importantly the organization in the Ogden,
Utah, area has been severely disrupted.  Trial against
all subjects is scheduled for March 15, 2004 and will
last at least three weeks.

Although many agencies, both local and Federal came
together to make this case possible every case has a
case Agent that sees the case through to the end. Special
Agent John Barrett of the FBI Ogden Office took this
case on his shoulders over three years ago. Over the
past three years John spent hundreds of hours conducting
surveillance, thousands of hours at his computer writing
warrants and documenting the activities of this
organization. Because of these personal sacrifices all
those involved in this case can be grateful that this case
is where it is at today. Too often we look past those
individuals that put their personal life second for a short
period of time in order to make all of our lives better
in the long run. For this John Barrett should be
recognized.
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REGION II
Wasatch Area Drug Enforcement Network

(WADEN)

The Wasatch Area Drug Enforcement Network
was started in 1991 as a multi-agency task force. This
included participation from the Wasatch County
Sheriff’s Office, Heber City P.D., Park City P.D. and
the Utah State Parks. In the early days this was a one
full time person position that was funded by the Byrne
grant money. This position changed back and forth
from the city and the county every few years or so.
When that person needed help they went to the patrol
officers. Waden started working with other task forces
in those days and did pretty good for a one man
operation. 

Back in those days the agent and later agents
assigned to Waden were driving around seized vehicles
that were not much to look at and even less to drive
around in. Waden has its own office and even that was
not much to brag about.

But over the years it has evolved into a two man
operation and after the seized vehicles dried up, moved
on to getting modern vehicles with neat things like
air-conditioning and all four tires being the same size.

Working drugs in a small town is really pretty

challenging but one of the nice things is getting
support from the citizens every once and a
while. And support from neighboring agencies
and task forces is always a big help.

Part of the task force mission is also the
interception and enforcement of the hundreds
of thousands of out of town recreation users
that frequent the area for the three major state
parks, U.S. Forest lands, untold miles of fishing
streams and rivers, and four major destination
lakes. It sounds hard to believe but some of
these people bring illegal drugs with them and
some even get caught with the smoking pipe
in their hot little hands. These cases have turned
some pretty good informants for the Wasatch
front area and have resulted in literally
hundreds of pounds worth of seizures.

At current the task force has two and a half
full time people and should be up to three and
a half with the addition of another agency this
summer. In the past few years we have also
                                   continued on page 10

continued...



 accumulated some nice equipment in the way of surveillance goodies
and have had great success using these items.

In addition to working enforcement, Waden also puts on
presentations to the schools, both student and teachers, and has
hosted training for law enforcement personnel. On Jan. 12, 2004
waden hosted a UNOA sponsored Clandestine Lab training for
patrol officers , and on Feb. 19, 2004, a Search and Seizure. Both
classes had a good attendance and we plan on doing more in the
future.

UNOA - 10
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Region II Representative
Detective Rick Benson

Wasatch Area Drug Enforcement Network
Wasatch County Sheriff’s Office

This is kind of a hard subject to write about. I was asked by the
U.N.O.A. magazine editor, Guy Gustman to write a Bio on myself
for this magazine. The first thing I have got to tell you is I would
rather clean sewers in Manhattan than have Guy’s job. I am going on
my second year as a region representative, and it has been all good.
But I pity Guy in his never ending quest to publish articles for our
quarterly magazine.

I will be rather candid about this. Putting out the magazine is the
hardest task of any U.N.O.A. board member. No one has asked for
this. Guy keeps getting “Delegated” this assignment for as long as I
have been in narcotics. The only thing worse than being “Guy” is
being on the end of his stick. He pleads, blackmails, and does
unmentionable favors to get region reps to get in material for the
publication.

He has always come through no matter how bad the inputted
material, or lack thereof. He does pretty good for a B.Y.U. graduate.
So first of all as a second year region rep, Guy, my hat is off to you......

Also he has been on my a*& for this bio, for about, ohh four
months? So have decided to reciprocate and give him the credit that
he so sorely deserves, but with my highest respect. It is really a very
thankless task. One that not many could carry out with his success.

Now about me. I have been employed by the Wasatch County
Sheriff’s Office for eight years now. I have spent over three years
assigned to W.A.D.E.N.  And am currently serving as the field
supervisor.

I remember when I received this assignment. I went on three
weeks vacation, spent two of them in glorious Coronado (San Diego).
I was on patrol then and happy as a clam. When I returned, I was
notified by my Sgt. at the time (now Chief Deputy Todd Bonner) that
I had been reassigned to Waden.

This was not something I asked for, wanted, or wished upon
anyone that I called a friend. I was pretty mad at the time. But, I
started my first several months training with the Utah County Major
Crimes Task Force. A whole new world opened up before my eyes.
I loved it!!!! I must give credit to my mentor, Sgt. Andre Leavitt.
Andre took me in as a snot nosed kid and along with his crew, Det.
Riding (Bubba) Det. Ashcroft (Crack). I had the time of my life. These
folks took me along and showed me where the “shit” was and how
to deal with it! When not on raids Dre’ spent copious amounts of time
in his office writing warrants,                         continued on page 12
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grants, making wires from scratch,
you name it!!!

These times truly made an
impact on my carrier in drug
enforcement. I mast say that one
of my first warrants involved a
meth lab and I went back, home to
Utah County Major Crimes Task
Force for help. They responded
with out hesitation. Even the pain
in my ass, Guy Gustman showed
up for the all night and next day
affair and showed me how to
document and log evidence using
laptop computers at the scene. This
system has never let me down in
court, and has made my cases
better.

What I had learned in these
early days of my narcotics career
was that I really did not know
anything at all. I also learned that
working with other agencies has
only helped in our quest to do the
best we can for total narcotic
enforcement.

I have worked with a lot of
other agencies sense that time. I
learn something every time I do
this. The bottom line is we must
work as a team and keep team
integrity to gain the upper hand on
narcotic enforcement, or crime
enforcement in general. We work
as a team , but do we really? We
have many barriers to overcome as
to where we work, what we do,
what we know, who we deal with.
And I will bear the teeth of our
own enemy, ourselves.

If we truly worked together,
regardless of who or what agency
we work for. Share information, go
beyond our jurisdictions to work
together. We will gain the upper
hand. I believe this to be true.

                  continued on page 13
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I also do not think we are doing this
the best we can.

I challenge each of you as
U.N.O.A. members to teach, and
work together. Lets not bad mouth
each other, lets work together. And
not just once a year for the
convention, lets make it a practice
for every case that warrants it.

           Yeah, I know I have stood
on this old soap box before. But it
is still a soap box and I have not
really seen it improve much to be
honest with you. I would like to see
this old soap box grow to a big
freaking net that does nothing but
catch bad guys, where ever they are,
no matter what the time of day.
Patrol, Detectives, Agents, or just
Joe Didley off the street who
contributes by throwing a name to
a law enforcement officer that does
something about it.

Together we can make a
difference!

REGION III
Say Goodbye to a Good Friend

Submitted by Kevin Matthews

 This Dope Cop was pretty much like any other Cop when
he first came to the Narcotic Unit:  Aggressive, and eager to
please. First one to work, last one to go home.  He would
work long hours without compliant, grew long hair, and bad
breath was fairly common. Most of the time, a bath would
have been greatly appreciated.

This crazy Dope Cop was known to sleep in the back of
his Undercover Truck during long surveillances.   He didn't
care if it was minus 5 degrees or 110 in the shade. He was
always ready for action. Speaking of surveillances: Riding in
the back of the U.C.  Van could ruin ones shift fast. This Dope
Cop had some of the worse gas ever claimed by any man.
The strange thing about this guy, was he did all of his work
just to play with a blue rubber ball.

                                                   continued on page 14

continued...



manhood was that blue rubber ball!  Three ounces
of Cocaine was concealed in the suspect's britches.

When I came into the Narcotic Unit, Detective
Mike Smith was the handler of Robby.  Often
times I would be sitting at my desk.  I knew Robby
had reported for work because I could hear Robby
running through the office space knocking over
everything in his path. Secretaries screaming,
loud paw steps and heavy panting coming nearer.
If you have ever seen the after after mass of a
tornado or a narcotic search, you could just image
what our office looked like when Robby
reported for duty.  If you cherished anything, you

had just seconds to put it away!  For
example:  One day we were in the
briefing room getting ready to
celebrate a birthday for one of the
guy's.  Someone said: Where's
Robby?  As we ran to the make shift
party room, there was Robby, sitting
panting away.  Yes, he had cake on
his face.  In a matter of second's,
Robby had gobbled down a full size
cake, not leaving a crumb behind.

Robby had another strange thing
about him:  He had this thing about
marking his territory.  If the handler
forgot Robby's pee break, he would
run around the office and spray the
walls. On one occasion on a traffic
stop, he ran around a doper's car and
peed on every hub cap!

As time past, Robby still loved his
rubber ball, but he discovered that
other things could replace it.  It all
started with a 64 oz. Big Gulp!  Some
of the guy's were standing around
discussing a case when a detective
appeared with a Big Gulp in his
hand.  Robby, as always, just before
he was about to do something crazy:
He would sit still, mouth wide open,
and panting.  It was when the head
tilted to the left in curiosity that you
were screwed!  Something about the
red and white colors must of attracted
Robby to that Big Gulp that day.
                continued on page 15
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This dedicated Dope Cop was a K-9 we called
Robby.  Robby was a Belgian Malinois.  He came
to the Salt Lake County Sheriff's Narcotic Unit in
the mid 1990's and was first handled by Detective
Jason Johnson.  Johnson told me that the dog was
acquired through South Carolina K-9 Academy for
about $5,000.00.  Apparently, an older couple had
bought the dog, but, in a short time they knew there
was something different about Robby:  He loved
to "tear things up" and "he was a little crazy" the
owner told the K-9 Academy.  The Academy put
Robby through a series of tests and found that
Robby had well above average K-9 skills.  In fact,
they said Robby had "unique detection skills and
an incredible prey instinct."  His reward for
detection: a blue rubber ball.

Through the years, because of Robby, Detective
Johnson seized hundreds of thousands of dollars in
cash.  Additionally, hundreds of
pounds of Marijuana, Cocaine and
Methamphetamine were taken off
the streets.  Detective Johnson loved
to take Robby to the local bus
station and randomly "sniff" suit
cases.  This always yielded some
kind dope. Robby did this all for a
blue rubber ball.

Years past, and handler's
changed. Dope Cop's move on, but
Dope Dogs get to stay in the Unit.
 Why would you want to transfer
a guy who worked as hard as Robby
did for just a rubber ball?  Detective
Jason Mazaran handled Robby for
many years and then past the crazy
dog and rubber ball on to Detective
Doug Lambert. Robby was a bite
indicator trained dog. So, when he
hit on dope he would bite and claw
at the area the dope was hidden.
Robby was a vehicle specialist.
Lambert shared a story about a
traffic stop on some dope suspects.
 After probable cause was
established, Lambert told me he had
warned all the occupants in the
vehicle that Robby bites the location
the dope is hidden in.  No one would
admit to any dope.  The search of
the vehicle began, and before
Lambert could react to the 115
pound K-9, Robby had latched on
to the crouch of one of the
passengers!  As the man screamed,
the only thing that saved his

continued...
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The detective was lucky and only lost a small piece of his hand.

There are many stories I could tell you about Robby.  A couple
more and I will close.  One day Detective Mike Smith found
Robby in his back yard.  Robby had his other dog by the neck,
gingerly chocking him out!  Big Mike hit Robby in the head
with a shovel, and Robby looked at him with a smile on his

face as to say: "Is that all you got?" the fight was on! Man against beast.  Well, if you know Big Mike,
Robby met his match that day.  It may have gone many rounds, but Big Mike was the boss!  Like any
stable relationship, they fought.  But, after all, when it was all said and done, they still loved each other.
They never went anywhere without each other.   One last story: I said earlier that Robby was a Bite
Indicator.  One day we had a doper on a traffic stop.  We knew somewhere there was Coke hidden in the
car. Robby immediately hit on the dashboard, before Big Mike could  pull Robby off, Robby had ripped
the dashboard right out of the car!  The only thing that saved rest of the car, was that blue rubber ball.

  Robby is responsible for the arrest of hundreds of drug offenders and the eradication of many illicit
drugs.  He won the hearts of many partner narcotic detectives and school children he demonstrated for.
He was a big dog with a heart of gold. Robby was a true asset the Sheriff's Office Narcotic Unit, and the
citizens of Salt Lake County.

Sadly, last December, Robby
succumbed to a rare blood disease.
Robby will be greatly missed.

Don’t forget the
upcoming Benefit
Golf Tournament!
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REGION IV
2.5 Pounds of Heroin

by Danny  Kroff

On Jan 1, 2004, Hurricane City
Police Officer Richard Rogers
noticed a car parked in the

parking lot of a gas station in the Hurricane City area.  Rogers had just
passed by the parking lot and had not noticed the car on the initial
drive by.  The car was parked next to another vehicle that had a broken
window.

Rogers approached the car that had recently arrived.  As the
headlights from Rogers’ patrol vehicle hit the suspect car, Rogers
noticed one of the subjects raise their head briefly.  Rogers made
contact with two (2) males who were the only occupants inside the
car.  Rogers found that neither of the subjects were the owner of the
vehicle.  Rogers did not believe the subjects stories and decided to ask
for consent to search the car for drugs.  Consent was given and the
search began.

Deputy Matt Stoker of the Washington County Sheriff’s Department
arrived to assist in the search.  Stoker noticed the passenger side air
bag had been deployed and an attempt had been made by someone to
put the air bag back into the dash board.  Stoker and Rogers state they
could smell the odor of a detergent.  Stoker pulled the glove box down
releasing it all the way and noticed an object wrapped in seran wrap
in a void behind the center console area.  Stoker removed the first
object and noticed a second object, matching the first, in the same
area.

Det. Gubler and I were called to assist.  After cutting through
several layers of seran wrap, fabric softener and transmission oil, we
discover the contents to be brown rocks that smelled very strong like
vinegar.  Gubler field tested the contents.  The results were positive
for heroin.  One of the subjects admitted that he was transporting heroin
to Oregon.  The subject believed there was supposed to be a kilo of
heroin in t he car.  The case has been turned over to the DEA for
Federal prosecution.

Good job to Hurricane City Officer Richard Rogers, Deputy Matt
Stoker and DEA
Agents Brad Cox and
Cliff Lark.
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Someone died
playing golf
Fred got home from
his weekly round of
golf later than
normal and very
tired.

"Bad day at the
course?" his wife
asked.

"Everything was
going fine," he said.
"Then Harry had a
heart attack and
died on the 10th
tee."

"Oh, that's awful!"

"You're not kidding.
For the whole back
nine it was hit the
ball, drag Harry, hit
the ball, drag
Harry."
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Trooper Steve Salas
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SALT LAKE and OGDEN
(801) 698-2750

printcop@comcast.net

Ask about Law Enforcement Discounts
• Proud Publisher of the UNOA Magazine •

incorporated

Join Us at Thanksgiving Point!
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September 13th - September 16th, 2004

Conference Registration Form
Casablanca Hotel & Resort

Mesquite, Nevada
1-800-459-PLAY

Mail Completed form to:
Jeanette HPO Box 1211 •  Orem, Utah 84059

or fax completed form to:
Jeanette Hunt at:  801-426-5388

 Golf Tournament will be on September 13th with classes starting on the 14th .

Name:_____________________________________________________Title:______________________

Agency:___________________________________________________________________________

Mailing
Address:____________________________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:_______________________Zip:_________________

Telephone:___________________________Fax:________________________

DEADLINE FOR PREREGISTRATION IS SEPTEMBER 1, 2004

Preregistration: (includes banquet) Late Registration: (includes banquet)

  Members $200.00   Members: $225.00

  Non Members $225.00    Non Members $250.00

Method of Payment

  Check #______________    Cash   Purchase Order # _________________

registration form
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Trooper Rick Bowles

Trooper Ryan Bauer
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Leo and Linda’s Witt Warriors
Help Logan and Tyrel in their fight for the cure

Logan and Tyrel are sweet innocent 5 year old twins.  They live
with their parents and two older sisters, Melissa and Brittany, in
Heber City Utah.  They have been diagnosed with Batten Disease.
The disease attacks the neurological system of its young victims
and takes no mercy on them.  Just a few years ago, Logan and
Tyrel seemed to be healthy boys who walked, ran, played and
laughed like any other children.  They enjoyed all the activities
of kids their age.  By now though the disease has robbed them
of their childhood.  Logan and Tyrel have regressed in skills they
once mastered.  Logan is blind and Tyrel will soon follow.  Both
have lost the ability to walk and talk.  They suffer with seizures,
loss of motor control and cognitive skills.   Ultimately both boys
will die from this destructive disease.  They both require 24 hour
care.  It is absolutely heartbreaking seeing these innocent brothers struggle so much.  Every day is a physical
mental and emotional challenge for Logan and Tyrel and their family.   Every day, every hour, every minute
is precious to them.  Please help us, help other families from a future such as this.  The Witt’s have joined
forces with a family from Indianapolis and are supporting their efforts and the Nathan’s Battle Foundation,
named after their son who also has Batten Disease.  A gene transfer project at Cornell University continues
to demonstrate promising therapy, if funding requirements can be met.  100% of all proceeds to toward
funding the cure for Batten Disease.

Send donations to : Nathan’s Battle Foundation
233 North 200 West
Heber City, UT.  84032

The UNOA met Logan and Tyrel during the training given in Wasatch County.  The UNOA made a donation
to the Witt’s for this foundation and would recommend support for this foundation from the rest of our
members as well.

Utah Narcotics Officers Association
2nd Annual Benevolent Officers Fund Golf Tournament

Place:           Thanksgiving Point
Date:                May 10th , 2003
Time:                8:00 AM
Registration      7 -8:00 AM
Format:            Four Person Scramble.  You put your own team together.

Cost:                $75.00   18 holes of golf with cart, lunch provided

Due Date:        Registrations due by May 3 , 2003

1.  ______________________________    2.  ______________________________

3.  ______________________________    4.  ______________________________

Bring your checkbook to bid for donated items to raise money for our Fallen Officers.  Public welcome
to participate.  Any donations welcome to the below listed address.  All donations go directly to this
fund.  No Admin. costs.

Send fee and names to:   UNOA Benevolent Officers Fund  •  PO Box 1211  •  Orem, Ut 84059
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U.N.O.A.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS AND CITATION

Law enforcement is hard work and sometimes we may become discouraged by indications that or hard work is
not appreciated.  The Utah Narcotic Officers Association believes that drug law enforcement presents some of the
greatest personal and professional challenges a peace officer can face.  To insure that these efforts do not go
unrecognized, special U.N.O.A. Awards and Citations will be presented to selected recipients at the Annual
Conference.  Important:  All nominations should be submitted no later than September 1st.
Mail to UNOA, P.O. Box 1211 • Orem, Utah  84059

Citation of Honor
This award is given to individual peace officers who have made outstanding contributions in the area of drug abuse
or drug law enforcement.

Commendation Award
To be presented to individuals other than peace officers who have contributed substantially to narcotics enforcement.

Special Agency Award
Special awards will be presented to an agency or individual administrator for special accomplishments attained
within that agency.

To:  UNOA AWARDS COMMITTEE

I HEREBY NOMINATE: ______________________________________________________________________
FOR THE (Please check appropriate box below)

  Citation of Honor
  Commendation Award
  Special Agency Awards

Provide the details and circumstances for which nominee should be considered for this award.  Use additional
sheets if necessary.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY: ____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

TITLE, AGENCY, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER: ____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOMINEE INFORMATION:

NAME: _________________________________________________

TITLE_____________________________________________

AGENCY: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________  PHONE ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1.  What is the background of the nominee (please include present assignment)?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What has the nominee accomplished within his/her law enforcement agency?  Consider assignments, leadership

and conviction rate, etc.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What has the nominee accomplished personally as a citizen in his/her community?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Please include any additional information or documentation which the Awards Committee may consider

regarding the nominee’s qualifications.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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UTAH NARCOTIC OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

P.O. BOX 1211   OREM, UTAH 84059
(801) 426-9281   FAX (801) 426-5388

For 2004, the Board of Directors of the Utah Narcotic
Officers Association (UNOA) is sponsoring five (5)  one
thousand dollar ($1000) scholarships.  The scholarships
are designed to assist us in our “Not for profit” status
and give us the opportunity to “give back” to the police
officers that have supported us.

To qualify for these scholarships, applicants must be
full-time police officers in good standing with their home
agency.  They must apply for the funds by writing an
essay, or a funding request to the UNOA, explaining
their situation and their need for the scholarship, which
will then be reviewed by the Past Presidents of the UNOA
whereupon a decision will be made, who to award the
scholarship funds  to.  The funds will be payed directly
to the college or university of the applicants choice, in
the name of the applicant and the institution.

Police officers, spouses, children & grandchildren
can apply for the program, however we  request that
applicants only apply for their immediate families for
this program.  The Utah Narcotic Officers Association
is an organization that actively fights illicit narcotics,
and we request that any and all applicants be free from
any illicit or prescription drug use and/or abuse.
Background checks will be done on potential recipients
of these scholarships to insure that this requirement is
met.

Please send requests to the UNOA at the address
listed above, no later than July 2, 2004 so that they can
be processed and the selection process completed prior
to our annual conference in Sept. 2004.  Recipients will
be notified prior to the conference,  the actual award will
be made at the conference in Mesquite, Nevada on
Sept.15th, 2004.  Questions can be forwarded to Lt.
Steve Clark, President of the UNOA at

Thanks for your interest in this brand new program......

Mom Convicted in
Oxycontin Pacifier Case
By Associated Press
January 9, 2004, 3:24 PM EST

NEWPORT, Tenn. -- A woman was
convicted of killing her 4-month-
old son by giving him a pacifier she
had rolled in crushed OxyContin
pills.   According to the statement
Debra Elaine Kirk Moore gave
police, she and her husband had
crushed Oxycontin tablets and taken
the drug  before lying down with
the baby. The boy, Lacy Moore III,
soon awoke and would not go back
to sleep.

Moore "took his pacifier into the
bathroom where the OxyContin had
been crushed. There were crumbs
and dust, and I stuck the wet
pacifier into the dust and crumbs
and put it back into the baby's
mouth," according to her statement
to police.   When they awoke the
next morning, the baby wasn't
breathing. He died two days later,
on July 22, 2002. Authorities said
the baby's father was preparing a
bottle of milk and didn't know what
his wife had done.

Moore, 23, was convicted
Wednesday of criminally negligent
homicide and aggravated child
abuse. The homicide conviction
carries a sentence of one to two
years, and the child abuse term is
15 to 25 years.

Sentencing was set for Feb. 23.  The
jury was not told that Debra Moore
lost another child just four months
before her son's death. Her 2-year-
old daughter, Adrianna Faye Moore,
died in a swimming pool in March
2002.

The judge ruled it would be
prejudicial for the jury to hear about
the girl's death.   Prosecutor Jimmy
Dunn said indications are Adrianna
died accidentally, but the
investigation was continuing. No
charges have been filed.
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Name: ____________________________________________________  SS#: _____________________________

Department: ________________________________________ Region: _____________ Rank: ________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: _____________

  New Member $25.00 Sponsored by: ________________________________________________________

  Renewal $25.00 Region From:  ________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Date Address Change Effective: _______ / _______ / _______

Print or Type
Name (Last, First, M):  ____________________________________________________________________________

D.O.B. _______ / _______ / _______  S.S.N. _______ - _____ - _______

D.L. Number: ________________________________________ State: _____________ Exp. Year: _____________

Agency: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (A.C.): (______) ____________________________  Position: _____________________________________

Mailing Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Town/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________  State: _______________ Zip: __________

Conference Fee includes membership

Mail completed form to:
Utah Narcotic Officer’s Association
P.O. Box 1211 • Orem, Utah  84059

Mail completed form to:
Utah Narcotic Officer’s Association
P.O. Box 1211 • Orem, Utah  84059
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Trooper Josh Wall


